
Each DesignMashup workshop is a unique, hands-on experience where participants learn by doing 
both on their own, collaborating with each other, and in tandem with the DesignMashup professional 
designers. Our focus is to have each participant achieve a transformation in their own design work 
and develop their own personal design poetics. DesignMashup participants gain insight on the 
process & techniques of top designers and have the opportunity to connect with like-minded, 
passionate people.

DesignMashup offers two distinct experiences in 2020: Fusion and Vision. Fusion, which centers on 
the “mashup’ of art, design, and technology, will be held at the Civita Institute, in historic Civita di 
Banoregio, Italy from April 28-May 4.  The Vision workshop is centered on the foundation of Italian 
design thinking and takes participants on a journey of discovery from the modern design world in 
Milan and then to Civita di Bagnoregio to create a hands-on physical project that brings modern 
Italian design-thinking to this ancient village.

What is 
DesignMashup?

The Fusion Workshop

April 28 – May 04, 
2020

Limited to 
12 participants

7-day Experiential 
Design Encounter in the 
historic hilltown of 
Civita di Bagnoregio, 
Italy at the Civita 
Institute

Limited to 12 Partici-
pants 

Fusion Tutors:  
Samuel Stubblefield,  
Joshua Borsman & 

Tutors:
Samuel Stubblefield & 
Joshua Borsman
Designers, Artists and 
Technologists

Founders: 
OPEN Studio, LLC

Fusion aims to explore 
the goal of forming 
space with an interac-
tive installation that will 
discover the role of 
movement, sound, 
collective data and 
experience.

Historic Civita di 
Bagnoregio is an 
inspiring setting and 
backdrop to engage 
participants with its 
rich, sensorial experi-
ence. 

Rooted and timeless, 
scaled and sculpted, 
participants will create 
projects that aim to 
expand awareness of 
the world around us – 
metaphorically and 
literally.
The resulting conceptu-
al projects will bring 
people together by 
exploring the relation-
ship between ancient 
architecture, nature, 
landscape, sound, and 
the ephemeral and 
represent an opportuni-
ty for collective

transformation of the 
Civita community and 
communicate across 
space and time.
The Fusion experience 
culminates in the 
personal task of 
creation of a scale 
model(s) for an 
installation as a team, 
but also provides a 
self-reflective journey 
of discovery with 
Samuel and Joshua as 
guides to reveal each 
participants’ personal 
design poetics. 

Their collaborative 
workshop uses fine art 
as a platform for 
pursuing widely 
valuable curiosities and 
related technologies. 
The work often 
facilitates a participato-
ry exchange between 
modern society and 
broader nature. “Much 
of this work is about 
finding the edge of our 
ability to perceive.  If 
we are successful, we 
suddenly have a 
relationship with 
phenomena that was 
previously inaccessi-
ble.”

Known for a highly 
collaborative, anti-disci-
plinary approach, 
Samuel Stubblefield 
and Joshua Borsman 
merge unusual materi-
als and situations such 
as plants, boats, 
computer vision, 
earthquakes, the 
internet, jellyfish, 
real-time data from 
nature, miles of bungee 
cord, mixed-reality 
technology, urban 
conditions, projected 
video, oceans, robotics, 
natural landscapes, and 
software algorithms. 

Accustomed to 
creating works for an 
international audience, 
Stubblefield and 
Borsman have created 
art and “artistic 
situations” around the 
globe for organizations 
such as Amazon, Bill & 
Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, Blue Origin, Centre 
Pompidou, Domaine de 
Boisbuchet, The 
European Cultural 
Centre in Venice, Italy, 
Google, and Google X. 
Stubblefield has been 
featured speaker at 
SXSW and has been 
written up in publica-
tions such as Fast 
Company, The New 
York Times, Sculpture 
Magazine, and WIRED 
Magazine. 

The artists have 
exhibited alongside 
artists including Louise 
Bourgeois, Lawrence 
Weiner, Richard Tuttle, 
Yoko Ono, Keith 
Sonnier, Carl Andre, and 
Marina Abramović.
Stubblefield and 
Borsman are currently 
exhibiting “Uzbekistan 
2.0” in the European 
Cultural Centre in 
Venice, Italy. The 
exhibition runs through 
November 22, 2019.
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General Information

Students 
Scholarship 
Opportunity

Attend for Free

We are offering (2) 
DesignMashup 
scholarships, one for 
the Fusion Workshop 
and one for Vision 
Workshop. Please 
review the chart on the 
next page to under-
stand what is included 
in the scholarship 

Who is Eligible

If you are a recent 
graduate, or currently 
enrolled in an 
advanced degree 
program in fine art, 
architecture and 
design and are  and 
under 30 years old.

What is required

Please send us a 
simple letter or email 
expressing your 
interest, your current 
CV and portfolio of 
your work.

Contact

tracy@
design-mashup.com

We will send you 
further details and a 
registration from by 
email.

About 

The creative team has 
worked hard to 
develop a unique and 
exciting series of 
workshops.
.

Limited to 12 
Participants

In order to provide the 
most comprehensive 
experience we have 
limited the number of 
participants to 12. To 
confirm your interest 
and secure a spot in the 
workshop, please fill 
out this form.
Someone from the 
DesignMashup creative 
team will be sending 
you an email to confirm 
your registration

Special Dietary 
Requirements

Please let us know in 
advance if you have any 
special dietary require-
ments, we will be 
preparing healthy 
regional foods whenev-
er possible and there is 
a wide range of 
“gluten-free” vegan, 
plus specialty foods 
available. We will do 
our best to accommo-
date your needs.
Health and Safety  

Health and Safety 

The Civita Institute and 
DesignMashup require 
all participants to have 
proof of International 
Travel Insurance prior 
to your arrival in Italy. 

Any Questions?
We are available every 
day via email at:
tracy@
design-mashup.com

Simple Overview Arrive in Rome

Rome is the closest 
arrival point for all 
participants arriving 
via air or train. We will 
host an early evening 
aperitivo and ask all 
participants to attend 
and meet the team At 
the close of the 
evening we will give 
you your tickets for 
travel to Civita the next 
morning, plus a 
welcome gift.

May 27, 2020, Rome

Civita Workshop

The next leg of your 
design adventure 
awaits in Civita di 
Bagnoregio – one of 
Italy’s most beautiful 
hill towns. This transi-
tion from Rome to 
Civita is a striking and 
full of contrast. During 
our first evening, we will 
visit the geological 
museum, have a wine 
tasting and a tour of 
this ancient hilltown by 
insider Cinzia Rocchi. 

April 28 -May 04, 2020, 
Civita di Bagnoregio*

Workshop Goals

Discover your personal 
design poetics through 
this immersive, 
hands-on design 
workshop that is a 
mashup of old Italy and 
new technology, art, 
design thinking, 
materials and 
techniques. 
Create your unique 
mashup design 
prototype during this 
personally guided 
creative design 
workshop. 

The Civita Institute

Design Mashup 2020 
workshops are held at 
the Civita Institute, a 
renowned American 
non-profit founded in 
1981 to promote and 
inspire design excel-
lence through cultural 
exchange.  The Institute 
is committed to 
protecting the fragile 
physical, social, and 
cultural foundations of 
Italian hill towns.
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Planning Information 

The chart on the left is a 
general breakdown of all 
of the elements of your 
workshop experience. 
We have tried to make 
sure that your experi-
ence is rewarding and 
simple, all classes will 
be taught in English and 
you will have access to 
an Italian speaker at 
every moment.

Prior to Your Arrival
We will send each 
participant an introduc-
tory pamphlet with most 
of the information and 
personalized map that 
you will need upon your 
arrival in Rome, instruc-
tions on transfer to your 
lodging and identifying 
the exact meeting points 
for transit to and from 
Civita di Bagnoregiio.

Round-trip Travel & 
lodging in Rome
Please note that you will 
be expected to provide 
round-trip travel to and 
from Rome and your 
lodging in Rome for a 
minimum of 2 evenings. 
We will provide lodging 
suggestions and assist 
you in choosing the 
correct location.
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Pricing for the Fusion 7 Days Workshop, in Civita di Bagnoregio

Vision pricing Maximum 12 Partecipants Total Cost Payment due dates

Early Registration 20% Discount $ 1600.00 March 01, 2020

Student Early Registration $ 1280.00 March 01, 2020

Registration $ 2000.00 April 01, 2020

Student Registration $ 1660.00 April 01, 2020

Scholarship Students and Recent 
Graduates, under 30

Free* Awarded April 01, 2020




